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is discordant. Hardy's intention and Hardy's natural bias
quarrelled with one another all the way through it. He takes
trouble to check his instinctive; bias towards the fanciful
The plot is less formalised than in his other books, the
conversation more naturalistic; there are fewer flights of
poetic fancy; there is no chorus of humorous rustics. Yet
the effect is never realistic in the way Hardy wanted it to be.
It is as if some actor of the old heroic school were to attempt
to play a part in a modern drama of ordinary life. Painstak-
ingly he dresses himself in the appropriate costume and
mutes down his voice to the inflections of everyday conversa-
tion; but the moment he warms to his work he betrays
himself. Back come the flashing glance, the thrilling tones,
the grandiose gesture, shattering the illusion he has taken
such trouble to create. Sue shows herself to be the old-
fashioned Hardy heroine; Jude's little boy is a figure of wild
poetic symbolism; Oxford and Shaftesbury are the old,
picturesque Hardy setting, steeped in historical and ro-
mantic associations. And, as we have seen, when the story
begins to work up to its climax, Hardy throws realism to the
winds and plunges, head foremost, into a whirlpool of
macabre fantasy.

^To doubt it is very hard for the novelist to remain un-
deviatingly within his range. For most plots involve dealing
with some aspects of experience that have not stirred the
author's imagination. But a competent craftsman, with a
good critical sense, will generally avoid the worst conse-
quences of leaving his range.v Trollope is an example. If
his story requires him to write about some aspect of life
which does not inspire him, he takes trouble to study it
sufficiently for his picture to be, at any rate, not inaccurate.
Even though it is not vividly alive, it is not so flagrantly
unreal as to weaken the aesthetic vitality -of the inspired
passages. It may not delight, but it does not jar^Hardy
had not the skill to skate over thin ice in this way. He did